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Welcome to Cetronia 
Hedgehog Families! 
Now, perhaps more than ever, we are being bombarded with 

information and new protocols. It is our hope this this newsletter 

will serve as a guide, explain the evolving role of our 

organization, and ease the transition.  

What is the Parents’ Association of Cetronia (PAC)? 

PAC is a non-profit organization organized to promote the 

welfare of the students of Cetronia Elementary School. Our goal 

is to foster a sense of community within Cetronia. Consistent 

with this goal, PAC membership is open. There are no dues. All 

parents, guardians, and other adults standing in loco parentis of 

a current Cetronia student are welcome to get involved with PAC. 

At our monthly meetings, we receive reports from Principal 

Jaime Giaquinto and Dr. Ruth Tice as well as plan community 

activities and fundraisers for the school year.  

What Does PAC Do?  

It would probably be faster to tell you what PAC does not do 

because PAC is everywhere. From kindergarten orientation 

through 5th grade graduation, PAC’s work is integral to the 

hedgehog experience. We support Cetronia’s faculty and staff 

with grants for supplies and learning experiences. 

  

PAC’s Impact 

Provide welcome hedgehogs 

for all kindergarten students 

* Give homework folders to 

all students * Organize and 

fund staff appreciation 

luncheons * Purchase 

birthday table treats * Annual 

$750 college scholarship for a 

Cetronia alumnus * Purchase 

Scholastic magazines * Buy 

books for the library * Fund 

field trips * Support 100 days 

of school celebration * 

Organize, fund and staff 

movie nights * Create 

yearbook * Gifts for bus 

drivers and support staff * Bi-

monthly spirit sales * Fund 

teacher grants * Purchase 

playground equipment * 

Mileage Club * Hedgie Around 

the World * BINGO * Talent 

Showcase * Turkey Trot * Fun 

Fest * Support S.O.S. Fund * 

5th grade picnic * School 

assemblies * Dine and Donate 

events * Volunteers to 

support each and every 

activity *  Two scholastic 

book fairs * Outdoor learning 

center * Refurbished lounge 

PAC NEWS 
Promoting the Welfare of Cetronia Elementary Students 
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What are the Plans for the 2020-2021 School Year? 

We will continue be guided by Principal Giaquinto and will 

remain in compliance with the Governor’s orders. We are 

principally concerned the safety of our community. So, while we 

are all eager to be together again, we will only resume in person 

events when it is safe to do so, and we will follow all 

requirements that might be put in place.  

We will be creative. We will figure out ways to continue to foster 

community through virtual activities. We will have remote 

meetings. We will also encourage the use of Venmo and direct 

sales for any of our fundraising events to decrease our reliance 

on person-to-person financial transactions. We will make great 

use of Facebook, Bloomz, newsletters, and our new and 

improved website to remain a close-knit (yet physically distant) 

Cetronia community. 

How Can I Get Involved? 

So glad you asked. PAC thrives on involvement in many different 

forms. We rely on our many volunteers who attend our monthly 

meetings, make copies, organize our events, participate in our 

fundraising committees, distribute supplies, and staff our many 

events. Parkland School District requires all in-school volunteers 

to obtain their clearances. The process is simple, and you only 

need to do it once every five years. 

We receive donations in the forms of in-kind cash gifts and 

supplies from our members and community partners.  

We have made transactions a little easier with our Venmo 

account. If you have not already done so, please download the 

Venmo app and connect to CetroniaPAC for hands free 

transactions. We appreciate your assistance in helping to 

minimize the need for cash or check transactions during this 

difficult period when our access to in-person banking is limited. 

  

Ways to Connect 

Be Informed. Be Involved. 

• Get your clearances 

• Sign up for Bloomz 

Our Name: CetroniaPAC 

PAC: MGXQKX  

• Attend a monthly PAC Meeting 

• Connect to @CetroniaPAC on 
Venmo 

• Bookmark the PAC website 

• Like Cetronia Elementary on 
Facebook* 

• Follow @CETHedgehogs on 
Twitter 

2020-2021 PAC Board  

President: Maraleen Shields 

Vice President/VP Volunteers: Jennifer 
Palaia 

VP Communications: Bridget Bareither 

VP Fundraising: Tanya Adams 

VP Social Events: Kari Walters 

Secretary: Gwen Rosenberg 

Treasurer: Sally Hyatt 

PAC Ambassador: Irene Economou 

https://www.parklandsd.org/departments/human-resources/volunteers
https://www.parklandsd.org/departments/human-resources/volunteers
http://www.cetroniapac.com/
mailto:president@cetroniapac.com
mailto:vp@cetroniapac.com
mailto:vpcoms@cetroniapac.com
mailto:vpfundraising@cetroniapac.com
mailto:vpsocial@cetroniapac.com
mailto:secretary@cetroniapac.com
mailto:treasurer@cetroniapac.com
mailto:ambassador@cetroniapac.com
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Frequently Used Cetronia Lingo  

Below is a description of typical Cetronia happenings:  

Hedgehogs - Cetronia is home of the 🦔 and our 

official mascot is Hedgie the Hedgehog. You will 

see Hedgie at big events like the ribbon cutting 

for the outdoor learning center in September 

2019. (Below) 

Hedgehog Headlines - Dr. Ruth Tice organizes 

this live news program presented daily by the 

students of Cetronia. The program is 

rebroadcast on the Parkland TV channel. 

BINGO Night - This is event is just what you 

think it is. Historically, this has been one of our 

most popular events. Many of our local 

companies donate our prizes. 

AmazonSmile – If you frequently shop at 

Amazon, you can help raise money for PAC. 

Simply go to www.smile.amazon.com and chose 

Parents’ Association of Cetronia as your chosen 

charity. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of 

eligible purchases. 

Dine & Donate - Each month, we partner with a 

different local eatery to patronize their 

establishment on a day. In turn, that restaurant 

donates back a set percentage of sales to PAC. 

This is an opportunity get together with family 

and friends (or pick up take out) and raise 

money for PAC. 

Dress Up Days - These are school spirit days 

designed to boost excitement and encourage 

unity among students. These are opportunities 

are scheduled by the school, but we welcome 

pictures for our newsletters and yearbook. 

Fun Fest - This is our annual fair. Historically, 

Fun Fest has been held in the picnic groves of 

Dorney Park. There games, crafts, prizes, face 

painting, music, food, and even a dunk tank with 

faculty. This event occurs before Dorney Park is 

open. Don’t worry. There is so much to do at the 

fair that you will not notice that Dorney Park is 

not open. 

Mileage Club - This our walking/jogging club. 

Every Tuesday and Thursday during the autumn 

and spring months Mileage Club takes place at 

the school track.  Volunteers helps children tally 

how many laps they run, and for each mile the 

students earn a foot charm to proudly wear on 

their Mileage Club bracelet.  At the end of the 

year awards are given the two students in each 

grade level who ran the most miles. 

Gertrude Hawk Chocolates - In the spring, we 

partner with this Gertrude Hawk to raise funds 

for PAC. 

Halloween Parade - A Parkland elementary 

school tradition, elementary students (and their 

teachers) across the district dress up and 

parade around their respective schools. Families 

are welcome to watch the parade. This another 

prime picture taking opportunity for the 

newsletter and yearbook. 
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Coat Drive - Each year we collect gently loved 

coats to share with our hedgehogs, friends at 

Sheridan Elementary School, and 6th Street 

Shelter. 

Hedgie Around the World - This is our 

multicultural event. We believe that our 

diversity is our strength. Hedgie Around the 

World is our opportunity to learn about and 

celebrate each other’s traditions through art, 

food, and music. Each visitor is given a passport 

to explore the diversity within our school. 

Birthday Table – PAC provides a special treat 

to celebrate each hedgehog’s birthday.  Birthday 

Table takes place monthly. 

Dr. Seuss Hat Sale - In celebration of Read 

Across America week PAC holds a Dr. Seuss Hat 

sale. 

Hedgie Bucks a/k/a ShopWithScrip Program 

- This is an ongoing fundraiser that allows you 

to buy gift cards and raise money for PAC. Many 

of our volunteers will use these purchased gift 

cards for gifts or to make their regular 

purchases.  

Cetronia Night at the Iron Pigs - We organize 

this event as opportunity for our families to get 

together outside of the school setting to watch 

our Iron Pigs at CocaCola Park. Our fifth-grade 

chorus sings the national anthem and a lucky 

Cetronia student will have an opportunity to 

throw out the first pitch. 

Car Wash and Garden Center Vouchers - This 

popular fundraiser gives hedgehog families the 

opportunity to purchase vouchers to a local car 

wash and a local garden center.  This is a great 

way to gift shop for people who may be rather 

tricky to buy for. 

KidStuff - Each year, PAC sells KidStuff Coupon 

books. For each $25 book sold, PAC earns a 50% 

profit. Out coupon book is filled with coupons 

you can find in the Lehigh Valley. 

Movie Night - Our families come together in our 

gym to watch a recent family-friendly movie 

complete with popcorn and snacks. Students 

often come in their pajamas and with their 

blankets and pillows in hand. PAC purchases the 

movie licenses and runs the concession stands. 

Turkey Trot or Snowman Run - This is a run 

just for fun or a fun run! Organized by our 

physical education teacher, Mr. Todd Broscious, 

and supported by PAC, this is a chance for our 

hedgehogs to chase a turkey or snowman. 

Cetronia Night at the Phantoms - This is 

another opportunity for our families to get 

together outside of a school setting to watch our 

Phantoms at the PPL Center. Typically, a lucky 

Cetronia student has been able to participate in 

a zamboni ride. 

Scholastic Book Fair - Twice a year, we work 

with Scholastic to bring an incredible selection 

of books to Cetronia. The book fair occurs both 

during school hours and after hours in 

conjunction with another PAC event. By 

purchasing books through Scholastic, you not 

only support your hedgehog’s love of books, you 

also support Cetronia. With each sale we earn 

Scholastic Dollars, which are used to buy more 

educational supplies that stay at Cetronia. 

Art Show – Each year the PAC partners with art 

teacher Mrs. Susan Hardy in organizing and 

hosting the annual Cetronia Art Show.  Artwork 

from each student is showcased and winning art 

pieces from the student art contest are 

auctioned off. 
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S.O.S. Fund - This account, which is run by Mrs. 

Kelly Scurci-Neth, is used when unexpected 

hardships or other unforeseen circumstances 

occur for a hedgehog’s family. Each year PAC 

supports the S.O.S. Fund through either 

dedicated fundraising events or cash donations. 

Holiday Table - It is cold outside, so come on in 

and do a little shopping and make a few crafts 

for the holidays while listening to students sing.  

5th Grade Picnic - PAC celebrates the 5th grade 

graduates by organizing and running a special 

day-long picnic dedicated to them! The day is 

full of friendship, yummy food and games. 

D.A.R.E. Graduation - PAC hosts a graduation 

ceremony at the end of each year to honor the 

5th grade students who have successfully 

completed the D.A.R.E. program. 

Staff Holiday Luncheon - Every year PAC hosts 

a holiday luncheon for the staff.  Hedgehog 

families provide the food items and our 

volunteers work shifts so that the staff can have 

a fun and festive experience. 

Staff Appreciation - In conjunction with 

National Staff Appreciation Week, we celebrate 

our staff at Cetronia by doing little acts of 

kindness throughout the week.  In addition to 

our thank you notes, last year we worked on the 

capital project to improving the staff lounge. 

Super Spike - Periodically, our staff face off 

against our parents for a friendly game of 

volleyball. The parents are undefeated. 

Talent Showcase - We know that Cetronia has 

talent. This is an opportunity for our third, 

fourth, and fifth graders to show it. We have 

seen incredible musicians, martial artists, 

dancers, comedians, and magicians over the 

years.  

Wawa Fundraiser - If you enjoy Wawa shortie 

hoagies, this fundraiser is for you. These 

coupons can be used at any Wawa store and 

they do not have an expiration date. 

End of the Year Ice Pop – What better way to 

celebrate a job well done by our hedgehogs than 

to get a nice icy treat at a school assembly at the 

end of the year?  PAC purchases and hands out 

the ice pops to all of the students.  It’s a tradition 

the students look forward to each year. 

Yearbook - PAC prepares, sells, and distributes 
our yearbook. To make the yearbook great, we 
need your photographs from Cetronia events. 
We give the hedgehogs an opportunity to submit 
art for the yearbook cover.

 

Last but certainly not least, you will hear about STARS behavior, which is a cornerstone for our students. 

STARS Promise - Each morning, our hedgehogs recite the following pledge: 

I pledge today to try my best in reading, math, and all the rest.  

I promise to obey the rules to keep us safe at Cetronia school. 

I’ll respect myself and others too and be accountable in all I do. 

If I’m sensitive to all I know, I’ll feel proud as I learn and grow.  

My teachers and friends will help me show that Cetronia STARS have learned to GLOW.  
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Have Questions, Comments, or Concerns? 

Talk to or email any board member. We all have dedicated PAC email addresses. Simply click on the role 

of the officer you would like to reach or email the entire PAC Board.  We look forward to seeing you and 

your families soon. 

Sincerely,  

Maraleen D. Shields, President PAC 

mailto:PACBoard@cetroniapac.com

